Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL)

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland


The issues before the General Assembly Special Political and Decolonization Committee are:       1. Assessing UNRWA’s (UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees) contribution to the realization of the MDGs in the Near East and 2. Crafting global approaches to ensuring the peaceful uses of outer space as an indispensible tool in the achievement of the MDGs. 
1. Assessing UNRWA’s contribution  to the realization of the MDGs in the Near East
Bearing in mind the political, economically and social difficulties the Palestinian people has to face as a consequence of the Near East Conflict, the United Kingdom encourages those initiatives and groups that work on achieving welfare and development for 4,671,811 Palestinian refugees
 (2008). Thus, the United Kingdom recognizes the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) as a vital tool to deliver basic human needs to the refugees. Upgrade, however, is urgent.
Primarily, the United Kingdom reminds international community that UNRWA cannot carry out an isolated work. As long as the involved parties in the Arab-Israeli conflict resist implementing the two-state solution through instruments such as the Roadmap to peace or as called for on S/RES/1860 (2009), possibilities of economic growth and better quality of life decrease. 
Our delegation firmly believes that UNRWA’s external cornerstones are: creating prosperous Palestinian state; strengthening Palestinian public institutions along with the Palestinian Authority (PA); stimulating private sector based on schemes such as the Palestinian Facility for New Market Development (FNMD) which aids Palestinians businesses to match funds and diversify their product range; reforming Palestinian’s security services and facilitating exports and imports of goods within the Gaza Strip and the West Bank through the implementation of the Agreement on Movement and Access.
Acknowledging UNRWA’s needs, our government has consequently supported it on an economical level and, therefore, it also has contributed to the Agency’s organizational changes that are expected to increase efficiency. In 2008, during a visit of the Prime Minister Gordon Brown to Jerusalem, the United Kingdom committed £100 million over five years (2007-12) to UNRWA’s work in order to assist Palestinian Refugees
. In fact, that same year the UK Department for International Development (DFID) provided UNRWA with £19 million to enhance the Agency’s performance with the refugees
. 
The United Kingdom emphasizes the necessity of having education as a top priority. The use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) has proven successful on international programs for rural communities. The United Kingdom draws attention on UNRWA’s reports on refugees’ needs and international efforts to overcome cultural and educational obstacles. The World Bank Education For All (EFA) Fast Track Initiative (FTI) is a major source of funding for low income countries who are being guided to achieve universal primary education.  In addition, birth control advice along with technical training for small entrepreneurs should be progressively implemented and enhanced.
As stated by current UK Secretary of State for International Development, Douglas Alexander, on his recent visit to UNRWA’s Headquarters in Gaza:  “We want people to be able to go  about their  day-to-day  lives,  for  schools  to  be  open  and  for  families  to  have  a  home once again. We must provide more than just basic humanitarian support if we are to help rebuild people’s lives”
.
2. Crafting global approaches to ensuring the peaceful use of outer space as an indispensable tool in the achievement of MDGs

Having in mind that new economic, environmental and technological alternatives need to be analyzed with a cooperative perspective, the United Kingdom expresses its conviction to achieve the peaceful use of outer space through the current international framework and the required enhancements, considering three priorities, as evaluated by the British National Space Center (BNSC): stimulation of space knowledge and awareness in the people (improving public and political recognition of the value space systems as part of the critical infrastructure), orientation of space information to understand our planet’s situation and attract investment on space products.
The Delegation of United Kingdom recalls the 1967 Outer Space Treaty on which State parties agreed that “exploration and use of outer space should be carried on for the benefit of all peoples irrespective of the degree of their economic or scientific development, and shall be the province of all mankind”
. International community on this matter is meant to “contribute to the development of mutual understanding and to the strengthening of friendly relations between States and peoples”. In this matter, the United Kingdom recommends to integrate national space systems so technologies do not get duplicated, costs may be shared, frameworks are standardized and information is available worldwide. The International Space Exploration Co-ordination Group is a cornerstone to achieve this objective.
However, it’s necessary to have an extended legal framework with more profound specifications regarding “peaceful uses of outer space”, so Arms Race does not interfere with the achievements of MGDs. The Outer Space Treaty already counts with the necessary background to work on a reform.
The development of space-related initiatives is a priority for our country. More than 60 per cent of UK’s civil space expenditures is invested in European Space Agency (ESA) activities
.  Besides specific projects, improving transparency of the financial and managements systems remains necessary. Along with the European Organization for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT), the United Kingdom looks forward to promote access to data from space-based observation systems that could upgrade operational meteorology, climate monitoring oceanography and associated areas. 

The United Kingdom reiterates its compromise to continue working with key relevant international programmes and initiatives, including the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and the Committees on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) which gather and strength international partnerships. Additionally, the United Kingdom will also continue to engage actively on the enhancement of European Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) initiative, particularly on the Space Component Programme.
As stated by Ian Pearson, UK Minister of State for Science and Innovation in the UK Civil Space Strategy 2008-2012 and beyond, “applications from space underpin major of today’s commercial sectors; they provide essential information to understand our planet’s environment, changing climate and weather […] and they provide innovative tools for enhancing our quality of life”
. 
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